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Subject : Alternative Requirements for Beam Angle 

Measurements Using Refracted 

Longitudinal Wave Search Units

Inquiry: 

  When conducting ultrasonic examinations using 

refracted longitudinal waves, what alternative to the 

requirements of Appendix III-4520(7)(a)3) of the 1995 

Edition to 2000 Edition, and Supplement 1(2)(a) of the 

2000 Addenda through the 2005 Edition, to measure the 

beam angle on the part being examined, may be used?

Reply: 

  It is the opinion of the Committee that, when using 

refracted longitudinal wave search units, the basic 

calibration block may be used to measure the beam 

angle. The beam angle at the opposite surface of the 

basic calibration block shall be at least 35 deg.


